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Welcome
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Agenda

Things we will cover:

e California Voting Rights Act (CVRA)

* Districting Basics

* Traditional Redistricting Principles
 Communities of Interest

* Public Testimony on Communities of Interest
* Public Hearing Schedule
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What is the CVRA?

The California Voting Rights Act takes the principles of the
Federal Voting Rights Act and expands it regarding
districted elections in two key ways:

While Federal law uses “majority minority” districts as a standard
for vulnerability, the CVRA only requires “ability to influence.”

The CVRA requires that plaintiffs get full reimbursement for legal
fees associated with any successful challenge.
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What is the CVRA?

The California Voting Rights Act takes the principles of the
Federal Voting Rights Act and expands it regarding
districted elections in two key ways:

While Federal law uses “majority minority” districts as a standard
for vulnerability, the CVRA only requires “ability to influence.”

The CVRA requires that plaintiffs get full reimbursement for legal
fees associated with any successful challenge. These can be
lessened or eliminated if the district follows a strict and prompt
process for districting.
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What is Districting

Definition

Districting is the initial process of creating election district
boundaries.

These boundaries do not determine:

* How the city decides to govern. The city can still work to
achieve goals that benefit the city as a whole rather than
the interests of any single district.

* How services or relationships between the city and the
public are managed.



© %% REDISTRICTING
% PARTNERS

What is Districting

Definition

Districting is the initial process of creating election district
boundaries.

These boundaries do determine:

* Eligibility to run for office — must live within boundaries to

qualify for election.
* Who votes in the election — only voters within the zone vote

for their board member.
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What is Redistricting

Definition

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every
10 years after the release of the US Census. The best
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the US, redistricting has become an extremely
politicized process and been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of
our elections system.
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

Preventing a District from becoming a Gerrymander

There are a number of criteria that have been used nationally
and upheld by courts.

 Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
 Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines
 Keep districts compact — appearance/function
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

Drawing New City Council Lines for Fair Representation

There are a number of criteria that have been used nationally
and upheld by courts.

 Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
 Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines
 Keep districts compact — appearance/function
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Communities of Interest

Bringing like people together for representation

Communities of interest are the building blocks of districts.
A community of interest includes ethnic and language minorities and
other groups.

* Subjective
* Open-ended to be as inclusive as possible

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
* Latinos
* Asians
e African Americans
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Communities of Interest

Bringing like people together for representation

Communities of interest are the building blocks of districts.
A community of interest includes ethnic and language minorities and
other groups.

* Subjective
* Open-ended to be as inclusive as possible

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
* Latinos
* Asians
e African Americans

While communities of interest may include race, it cannot be the
predominant factor in drawing district boundaries.
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Communities of Interest

Bringing like people together for representation

Historical communities
Economic interests
Racial composition
Ethnic Areas

Cultural amenities
Religious facilities
Immigrant communities
Languages spoken
Geographic features
Neighborhoods
Economic opportunity zones

Tourism Areas

School districts

Outdoor recreation areas
Communities defined by natural
resource features
Downtown / Urban

Rural or Agricultural
Homeowner or Renters
Creative arts communities
Media markets

Many, many more
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What is NOT a Community of Interest

Preventing a Districting from becoming a Gerrymander

The Fair Maps Act explicitly prohibits these groups from
being considered as communities of interest

* Political party affiliation
e |ncumbents
e Political candidates

It also is hard, in redistricting to truly utilize:

* Groups of similarly minded people who do not share a similar
geographic location or are citywide.
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Communities of Interest
Three Critical Questions in Defining YOUR Community

* Does the community have a shared culture, characteristics
or bond?

* |sthe community geographic in nature? Is the community
able to be mapped?

* Describe the community’s relationship with the jurisdiction
and how it is affected by the policy decisions made by the
elected officials.
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Is this a Community of Interest?

A group of renters who live downtown testifies to the city
council.

Would this be considered a Community of Interest?
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Is this a Community of Interest?

A group of renters who live downtown testifies to the city
council.

Would this be considered a Community of Interest?

YES! This group of residents can easily to be mapped in a
distinct area AND they share a common policy interest,
which can be addressed through legislation or public
services.
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Is this a Community of Interest?

A statewide group for people who are fans of the San
Francisco Giants testifies to the city council.

Is this a Community of Interest?
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Is this a Community of Interest?

A statewide group for people who are fans of the San
Francisco Giants testifies to the city council.

Is this a Community of Interest?

NO! It is important that a community of interest is distinct
enough to draw on a map. This group overlaps throughout
the entire state, and it is unlikely that a governing agency
has any say over these issues.
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City of Victorville

What’s Next
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Community of Interest Worksheet

Inpujc can be provided in
Eubllc hearings or using
ommunity of Interest

Worksheets
and
online maps. /or paper or

Your inputis needed 0 shape the new districts for the North Marin Water District Board of Directors, and one way
you can be helpfulis by assisting the board in developing Jist of “communities of interest” of “CO"" that can be
utilized in districting.

h Community of Interest

A Community of Interestts any cohesive 80UP of people that five in geographically gefinable area and should be
considered a5 3 potential voting blo¢ in current or future elections.

There are soMe communities of interest that are considered wprotected dlasses” in thatthey have ights through
state or federal Vil ights or voting righ's Jaws. Some examples of protected dasses i districting would D& ethnic
“ind racal minorities ke 2 Concentration of Latino, asian or African American within a congressional district
Protected classes €anbe described through public input and there are federal databases that must be use
wherever applicable t© jefine these areas and make sure that they ar¢ ot being harmed by the district
boundaries-

There are other COIthat canalso be considered it gistricting, but don't have the higher tegal requirements 3
thnic or racial minorities, but still are critical © the process. These could be clusters of seniof citizens in one
Zommunity, oF E10UP ‘o college students Ihing "n a densely populated are2 o a campus, Of PeOP' who livein
2 dowmtovin area of ilside, agricuttural, urban: or even people who shar® concerns such 3 transportation:
“airport noise, 48 parks, elc

How to document your col

1 Whatis the nature of the fpond or common interest of your community? You can escribe what the
common interests of your community aré and why or how they are important.

2 Whereisyour community located? You 50 gefine itby draving fon2 2 or descibing it by natural of
2 reet/cityfschool board of her political boundaries-

3. What s the rationale for your community of interesttobeusedin ahis districting? You &2 describe how
{he community interacts with the agency DEing gistricted, and how! the issues before the board have a unidue
impact on that community.

What you can do

. Attend one of the informational meetings of hearings} Go o mwdcom 1o learn more:

. £mail the information 10 info@nmd com in Vot own words o COmPIEE the attached worksheet

ail or drop it off 3¢ ‘North Marin Water District, 999 Rush Creek P, Novato, CA 94945
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City of Victorville

What’s Next

Public hearings will be held to obtain input on
communities of interest and receive feedback

November 6, 2021
November 9, 2021
November 15, 2021

7 Days before Hearing
November 30, 2021
7 Days before Hearing
December 8, 2021

7 Days before adoption
December 16, 2021

December 21, 2021
December 26, 2021

Community Outreach Meeting
Community Outreach Meeting (Spanish)
Community Outreach Meeting

Initial draft maps published

15t Map Hearing

Publish amended draft maps (if any)
2"d Map Hearing

Publish final map

Introduce Ordinance to establish
districts/approve maps

2"d Reading of Ordinance

Deadline to pass maps
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